
 Almost 1500 adults and 300 

children were served through a vari-

ety of programs through Reading-

Works @ Stanislaus Literacy Center. 

But this number means even more 

when our students share their per-

sonal stories about how one or more 

of our four educational programs 

helped them learn and meet a goal. 

 The ReadingWorks Adult Lit-

eracy program, in partnership with 

the Stanislaus County Library, pro-

vided 169 students with individual-

ized tutoring 

in reading.  

Tony Pacheco 

is one of those 

students we 

have helped.  

He came into 

our program 

reading very 

little.  He ate 

at Denny’s so 

he could order 

off the menu using the pictures. He 

had his girlfriend read his mail and 

pay his bills.  He had to ask for help 

at the grocery store to make sure he 

didn’t buy food with sugar in it since 

he is diabetic.  He was laid off from 

his job of many years and was hav-

ing difficulty getting a new job be-

cause of his reading skills.  After 

meeting several months with his tutor, 

Brenda Schmidt, he was able to pass 

a reading test and obtain a new job, 

read menus, his mail and the labels on 

food. 

 The ReadingWorks Learning 

Center and other GED classes pro-

vided 541 adults with help in passing 

the GED test which 89 did success-

fully. Another 87% made a significant 

improvement in math or reading. 

 Susanna Holson,  mother of 

two, dropped out of high school to 

take care of 

younger siblings 

and finally at age 

28, received her 

GED.  She is now a 

tutor for Reading-

Works and en-

rolled at Modesto 

Junior College for 

the fall semester. 

 Another 

woman in our pro-

gram was laid off 

after working many years for the 

county.  She didn't have a GED and 

her job search became impossible 

without it.  This year, she received her 

GED and is now working and had 

three other offers for jobs she turned 

down. 

 Family Literacy teaching 

English as a Second Language and 

Citizenship classes  serve the adults 
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families basic education 

skills — helps parents 

become their child’s first 
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pares a more productive 
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“I don’t believe 

in making ex-

cuses.  I just 

believe in work-

ing hard and 

doing my best” 

—Bo Jackson   

Bo Jackson chosen as Shining Star for SLC 

Call 209-558-

4505  for 

information on 

becoming a 

tutor and help 

someone like Bo 
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 Bo Jackson, age 20, could have 

been another statistic.  He could have 

followed the way of many of his family 

members and been a young black man 

who dropped out of school, and either 

went to prison or even died at a young 

age.  But Jackson is determined not to be 

that person.  He is, instead, an inspira-

tion.  For this reason, he was chosen as 

the 2011 Shining Star Award winner for 

ReadingWorks @ Stanislaus Literacy 

center 

 ―Ever since I met my girlfriend 

and now since I’m a dad, I am motivated 

to take a different road with my life,‖ he 

said. ―I want to be the dad to my four-

month-old daughter that I never had and 

I want to someday be a good husband to 

my girlfriend.‖ 

 Bo freely admits he has made a 

lot of mistakes in his life, but he also 

says those days are over.  Having a dad 

he can’t remember and moving fre-

quently between the Bay Area and the 

Central Valley, made school harder. But, 

Bo said, when he wanted to, he could 

make good grades.   He just didn’t al-

ways want to.  ―I was doing really well 

for awhile in high school when we lived 

in the Bay Area and I was on the first 

string football team.  I had good grades 

then.‖  But then, he said, his mom 

moved them back to this area and about 

the same time he had an aunt and uncle and 

then a young cousin die -- all of them sud-

denly and needlessly.  ―There for awhile I 

just didn’t care.  I started drinking a lot 

because I thought I would be just like all 

these people in my life and I would die 

young too, so what was the point.‖  Bo 

dropped out of Johanssen High School the 

middle of his senior year and in the middle 

of his despair about his life. 

 Much credit is given 

by Bo to his girlfriend, Jamie 

Cunningham, who he says has 

helped him immensely to be 

happy and to hope for his fu-

ture.  ―Having a baby has been 

a big motivation for me plus 

having my girlfriend and my 

mom who are behind me all the 

way.‖ 

 Bo came to Reading-

Works the end of April — soon 

after becoming a father — be-

cause he wanted to be able to 

pass the GED test.  His reading 

level put him into the individu-

alized tutoring program and his 

volunteer tutor is Hallie Van-

Deventer.  The first thing they did when 

they started meeting was set goals.  ―At 

first his goal was to get his GED but as we 

talked, he also realized he had other goals 

– getting a job and getting his driver’s li-

cense, going to college and playing foot-

ball. ― The week of this interview, he had 

just been hired at Seneca Foods and he and 

his tutor have been studying for the 

driver’s test.  He also increased his reading 

level two levels.  Hallie says Bo inspires 

her every time they get together. 

 ―He is so hard working and moti-

vated.  He never misses our sessions even 

though we meet three times a week. In-

stead, he comes early and he never com-

plains at the amount of homework I give 

him – he just does it.  I’m the one who 

ends up having to cancel our sessions be-

cause of sickness or something.  It is never 

him,‖ she says.   

 ―I don’t believe in making ex-

cuses,‖ he said.  ―I just believe in working 

hard and doing my best.‖ 

 

Bo Jackson receiving his award from Supervisors Dick Monteith and Terry Withrow. 

Having a 

baby caused 

Bo Jackson 

to dedicate 

himself to 

learning so 

he can 

achieve his 

goals. 
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who have moved to this area from other countries and need help learning Eng-

lish or preparing to take and pass the Citizenship test.  Family literacy pro-

gram helps the children either be more ready to enter school or improve in 

school through parental support of their education and opportunities to en-

hance their reading skills. There were 339 adults and 300 children served in 

six locations. 

 Ignacia Madrigal came to the United States eleven years ago from 

Guadalajara, Mexico.  She realized how critical learning English was and at-

tended Family Literacy classes to learn English and also Citizenship classes.  

She has improved her English, received her GED and has applied for her Citi-

zenship.   

Educational programs at the Stanislaus County Correctional facilities: 

 Through a partnership with Stanislaus County Sheriff’s Department, SLC 

provides tutoring for inmates in GED studies and in reading.  Last year, 300 

adults were tutored and 39 received a GED.  Another 96% made a significant 

gain in their reading or math scores. 

ReadingWorks makes a difference (continued from page one) 

Check out our website at 

www.readingworks.net 

  Partnerships have been a key method of doing business for Reading-

Works@Stanislaus Literacy Center.  Here is a synopsis of some of the part-

nerships and the value these bring to literacy in Stanislaus County: 

Stanislaus County Library provides funding, space, equipment and furnish-

ings, collaboration on projects, and assists with recruiting of volunteers. 

Community Services Agency provides funding and referrals to the program 

services plus supports the students with childcare and transportation. 

Alliance Worknet provides funding and referrals to the program and access 

to job readiness software.  They also provide assistance to the students with 

childcare and transportation. 

Stanislaus County Sheriff’s Department provides funding and facilities. 

United Way provides funding and collaboration opportunities 

Riverbank School District:  provides funding, facilities for classes and refer-

rals to program 

Sierra Vista Children and Family Services provides facilities, funding and 

referrals of students to the programs. 

Parent Resource Center provides facilities, childcare and transportation for 

students and referral of students to program 

City of Modesto and Housing Authority provide facilities for classes  

AspiraNet:  Provides a location for GED classes in Turlock. 
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Partnerships enhance educational services 



 This year’s Wine, 
Jazz and Movie event 
netted over $12,000 for 
literacy — an increase of 
$2,000 over last year.  
The event’s Title Sponsor 
was Save Mart Cares.  
Hallmark Movie Channel 
and Hallmark Channel also 
contributed highly to the 
event by paying for the 
transportation and 
speaker fees for Stacey 
Bess to attend the event.  
Stacey wrote a book about 
her true experience teaching 
in a K-12 one room school-
room in a homeless shelter.  
Hallmark Hall of Fame then 
adapted the book to the 
movie, Beyond the Blackboard, 
which was shown at the event.  
Stacy told 
some of her 
story and 
introduced 
the movie.   

Other spon-
sors who do-
nated at 
least $1,000 
included 
Rabobank, 
John T. Cun-
ningham of Ameriprise Finan-
cial,  Charter Communications 
and Comcast Communications 
and Valley First Credit Union. 
Other sponsors were MID and 
MOCSE Credit Union. 

In-kind sponsors of at least 
$250 included Modesto Bee, 
Hilmar Cheese Co., EJ Gallo 
Winery, Sally Gerbo Designs, 
Bordona Home Furnishings, 
and Gold Coast Protection.    

community members with a 
passion for education to share 
expertise and talents with our 
organization to help us meet 
this goal.  Please contact 
Karen Williams at 209-522-
0656 if you are interested in 
learning more about opportu-
nities to help ReadingWorks 
@ Stanislaus Literacy Center 
thrive. 

  Stanislaus Literacy 
Center has set a goal of be-
ing less dependent on shrink-
ing government funding and 
instead, developing partner-
ships with community members 
to support the free education 
provided to adults in Stanis-
laus County. 

 To achieve this goal, 
help is being sought from 

Wine, Jazz and Movie Event netted over $12K 

Volunteers needed for board; fundraising 
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Your talent 
and expertise 
could help our 
organization 
thrive and 
serve even 
more adults 
next year. 
. 

Pictures by Jack McBride 

 

www.mcbridephotographics.com 

Ways to Help Us: 

 Volunteer to assist 

in introducing    

others to the work 

of SLC 

 Join the Board of 

Directors and pro-

vide leadership 

 Teach students 

 
Special thanks to  
SaveMart Cares, 
the title sponsor 
of this event . 
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On Feb. 17 and 18,  this 
year’s fundraising event, 
“Spotlights on Reading,”  will 
feature the dramatic presen-
tation of “All I Really Need To 
Know I Learned in Kindergar-
ten” by Robert Fulghum.  

This reflective and entertain-
ing piece of literature will be 
presented with dramatic 
readings, music and humorous 
interludes.  Kimberly Ogden, 
the volunteer who produced 
last year’s acclaimed 
“Children of the Dust Bowl” 
will again spearhead this 
production. 

Tickets are available by call-

ing 522-0656 or online at 
www.readingworks.net/
events. 

The performance on Friday 
evening will include a wine 
and cheese reception.  The 
Saturday performances will 
be a matinee at 1 p.m. and a 
dinner at 6 p.m. 

Last year’s production was so 
well received, the cast and 
crew gave an encore per-
formance at Gallo Arts Center 
in October.  Save the dates so 
you can make sure to attend 
this year’s event. 

Spotlights on Reading — A Reader’s Theater event 

Donors contribute to “Bring Reading to Lives” 

Individual and business donations to 
Stanislaus Literacy Center provided 
over $83,000 to help bring read-
ing to lives.  Here is a list of those 
who gave to the cause of Literacy 
in Stanislaus County: 

Diamond Contributors 
($5000 and above) 
 Modesto Bee Foundation 
 Save Mart Cares Foundation 
 
Platinum Contributors  
($2,000 to $4,999) 
E & J Gallo Winery 
Enveldson, Lars and Sabrina 
Hilmar Cheese 
Omega Nu Sorority 
Stanislaus Community Foundation 
Target 
Valley First Credit Union 

 
Gold Contributors 
($1,000-$1,999) 
Cunningham Jr., John 
Fresh & Easy 
Hacker, Mary Lou 
Marsh, Garrad & Dallas Cadry 
Mary Stuart Rogers Foundation 
Modesto Rotary Club Foundation 
Rabobank 
The Carole Stinson Literacy Foundation 
United Way donors 
WestAmerica Bank 

Your donation can 
provide the  
following: 
$50 = books for 
one student for 
one yr. 
$100= books and 
bus passes for one 
student for one yr. 
$300 = everything 
needed to help a 
student for one yr. 

 

Thank You 

Donors for  

Bringing Reading 

to Lives 

 

We could not 

have helped al-

most 1500 adults 

without your  

generosity. 

Feb. 17 at 7 p.m. 

Feb. 18 at 1 pm and 6 pm 

Petersen Event Center 

 
Silver Contributors 
($500-$999) 
Bakker, Harry & Donna 
Bank of America Foundation 
Borba, Antonio & Mary 
Britton, George & Anne 
Crowder, Thomas 
Enochs, Jim & Carole 
Foster Poultry Farms 
Kiwanis Club of North Modesto 
MOCSE Credit Union 
Mulnix, Hal (in memory of Betty Mulnix) 
Save Mart Shares 

 
Bronze Contributors 

($1-$499) 

Adams, Margaret D 
Aguilar Ann & Charles 
Alvarado, Melissa 
AvailAbility 
Bairey, George 
Barrett, Henry 
Bassetti, Arlene 
Berryhill, Bill 
Bettencourt & Company 
Bland, Jeff & Charlene 
Boodrookas, George & Anna 
Brennan, John T. 
Burchell, Edith 
Cadrett, Mary Ann 
Campopiano, John A 
Cardoza Foundation, The 
Carl, Dick & Barbara 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas Court 



Stanislaus Literacy Center Donors in 2010-11 
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Catramis, Debi 
Chaffey, Lynis 
Chamberlin-Bauer, Judy 
Changnon, Tom 
Chittock, Diane F 
Chrabas, Linda 
Clark, Lowell 
Conkey, Hal & Lucy 
County of Stanislaus 
Crist, Jack R 
Cullum, David 
Curtis Legal Group 
Czopek, Vanessa & Paul 
De Anda, Maria 
De Nava Jorge & Goretti 
DiCiano, Francine 
Dickerson, Lynn & Ron 
Dietrich, Mary Lou 
Donlon, Tom 
Drew, Marilyn 
Durr, Dyanne K 
Edgar, Drucilla M 
Efflandt, Sheila 
Elliott Sunshine Club 
Emerzian, Ronald & Janice 
Family, Pfaff 
Fisher, Tim & Judy 
Foltz, William & Ann 
Frees, Rick 
Friedman, Louis & Kenni 
Gagos Dianne 
Garcia, Raul 
Gausman, Robert 
Geer, David F 
Goulart, John & Cheryl 

Grant, Curtis & Nancy 
Graves, Jack A 
Gray, Tom & Janelle 
Hagerty, Richard G 
Hall, John F 
Hallinan, Carolyn 
Harrell, Betty Jo 
Haskett, Mark 
Hawkins, Jared 
Heinzinger, Mark 
Hempleman, Chris 
Highiet, Keith Jared 
Hoek, Gladys 
Jim Holden 
Johnson, Frances M 
Johnston Eric & Susan 
Jones, David A 
Joseph Collins 
Junso, Wayne & Kathy 
Kaiser Permanente  
Kasper, Cynthia A 
Kletke, Walt & Anne 
Law Office of Steven A Smith 
Lewis Craig C. 
Little, Richard & Mary Ann 
Little, Stan & Adele 
Lowry, Teddi 
Lucas, Wendy 
Lundy, Donald H 
Martin, Bill 
Meikle, Lindsay 
MID 
Miller Steven W. 
Monteith, Dick & Jeanine 

Moore, Rita J 
Moran, Irene 
Mould, Eugene & Anita 
Mullikin, Darleen M 
Nelson Christine 
Nelson, Frances 
Nett, Thomas & Sandra 
Neumann, Paul & Pam 
Norby, Colleen 
Norquist Heating and Air 
Osner, Myrtle M. 
Pacific Southwest Container 
Parodi, Susan 
Pedrazzi, Claudia R 
Peer, Ella 
Petersen, Martin & Sharon 
Peterson, George & Patricia 
Phillips Lighting 
Piscitello, Judie 
Plowman, Arlene 
Renning, Dieter 
Reynolds, Betty Jean 
Riggs, Rayetta 
Rodgers, Doug & Carmen 
Rodgers, Paul & Cami 
Rodriguez, Grace 
Rogers, Patricia & Daniel 
Runner, Roberta 
Rutschow, Philip 
Salter, Richard 
Saunders, Robert A. 
Schmidt, Bob & Brenda 
Schmidt, Cheryl 
Schrimp, Roger 

Seward Tima & Matt 
Siefkin, Randy & Susan 
Silveira, Michael 
Smith, Jean 
Smith, Mike & Sue 
Stanislaus County Library Foundation 
Stover, Phyl 
Sweeney, Terry 
Tekautz, Kathleen 
Tharp Patricia & Ray 
Tlascala, Mike 
Tobin, Marcia 
Tocalino, Eleanor B 
Trujillo, Maria 
Tumbarello, Toni 
Ugarte, Nancy & Ed 
Valentine, Dr. Bruce 
Van Groningen, Tom & Grace 
Van Slyke, Kathleen & Richard 
Vasche Mark & Pam 
Wagner, Cyriakus "Gus" 
Wagner, Gary & Babette Nunes 
Watling, Tom C. 
West, Jim & Jessie 
Wilhelm Morris, Eleanor 
Willey, Mary Alice 
Williams, Karen & Dave 
Williams, Marvin L 
Wilson, Sylva 
Wister, Francine D. 
Young, Robert & Barbara 
Zwahlen, Sue 


